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BUSYTODAY: John Kissane, sheep adoption agent

‘It’s not an easy life but I
could never give it up’

FHE road that sweeps from
Moll's Gap down towards
the Lakes of Killarney »
spectaculardy beautiful, with
the Black Valley on one
side and towenng crags on
the other. What it is not,
however, 15 good farmung
country. Those who try o
wrest a living from the land
in this part of the world
have never had it easy

John Kisane is one of
that few that remain. He
the fifth generation to live
and work thas harsh coun-
tryside and in 3o domng 1
carrying on an unbroken
tradhbon. But it s casy
these days

“It never was casy | sup-
pose — in this kind of
u1||1|['r'_.'mh' yOu e pretty
well imited to sheep, as the
grazing sn't good enough
tor cattle really”

John and his family were
able 1o run a reasonably

rofitable sheep-farming
{:-mm-u for many years, bul
now cver-proliferating
European regulations, rising
costs of food and medical
treatmenits and dropping
prices for lambs, sheep and
wool, have made it almost
impostible to continue in
the old way

Simply gving up wasn't
an option for John Kissane

“It | look back at our
family history, and see what
they all came through, how
they survived, how can |
give up? There has to be
another way,”

And so, together with
wile Anne, qualified in
marketing and PR, he
devised a new approach
which would .uﬂrc“
Ireland’s mncreasing urbani-
sation as well as oor tournsm
industry. Today, when you
first see the farm, the only
one of its kind for miles in
cither direction, where
once dozens of homesteads
would have existed

Then you see the bright

o Kerrigan

sign: Adopt A Sheep

Adopt a sheep? Yes, you
can now adopt — or
perhaps spomsor would be
more COrmect — a "iI.L'L'F" or
orphaned lamb for a vear,
helping to
Jmf medical costs. You get a
certificate with your name
and the tag number of your
sheep, Not surprisingly,
visitors from abroad have
been delighted with this
ttlea, adopting not only for
themselves but for friends
and fanmuly back home as a
umique gift. However, says
John, it’s proving a winner
with Irish familics too

cover its feed

"Back a generation ago, it
was quite common for bovs
and girls to have a relative
siill hiving on a farm, and
they'd maybe spend the
summer there enjoy 1N
themselves and learning
about the countryside and
its ways. Today that’s pretry
rare, and often you'll find
parents bringing their chal
dren here, not just to teach
them the old tradwons but
to take a mp down memo
ry lane themselves.”

On a typical summer day
vou will find not only tour
buses and school ounngs
but fanuly cars pulling mn at
the Kissane farm to enjoy a
shearing display followed by
an exanng seson on the
hillside a5 one of the dogs
rounds up a scattered flock
and guides them unerringly
to a pen

It's a hard 1.'|l-|1|.|._;;|: hite siall
and the hours are long
especially at shearing tme
wien John is up belore
Sam to collect the sheep,
and they don't usually tinish
until after 9pm. But john 1
determined to make this

new style farmung work

“Ir makes semse in today’s
Ireland when people have
moved away from the land
ind the old knd el
danger of being
that there should be some
where they can come to see
it still practised. And there
are chaldren out ther
don't realise where the
sweater they're wearing
onginally came from.” li
things go well, they hope 1o
mtroduce workshops in
spinming, perhaps produce
15-!-_1]»,';1!- on the old Cratts

It 5 a rare thing indeed o
find an unbroken line of
farming stretching back five
penerations in these beauti-
ful bade inhospitable hills
Kissanes have weathered
1i.1u|\'| .qnd lanune, ram |r'|1!
regulanon

And John 15 determned
that the radinon will con-
onue
® Kissane Sheep Farm,
Moll's Gap, Kenmare, Co
Kerry. Opan Tues-Sun,
10am-5pm. Phone:
064-34791 or visit
www. Adopt-A-Sheep.ie
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John Kissane: determined to continue to make a living on the land.
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